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The Mae Shi sound like they
don’t know what they are
any more than we do, and

| that's fantastic. Put as simply

and briefly as | can, ‘HLLLYH’
(no, me neither) sounds like
old school heavy metal one
second, Toys R Us synthpop

| the next, a carnival marching

band after that, then nose-
bleed rave. Or, in the case of
“pwnd”, an orchestra catching
fire while a pimp quotes The
Shangri-La’s. This LA quartet
have gallows humour and
hooks to burn, and | defy you
not to love an album which
ends with what sounds like
the Polyphonic Spree

| chanting “Don't you worry,

it'll be over when you die”
to the tune of Springsteen’s
“Dancing in the Dark”. SP
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At last, a noisy, thrashy post-
jazz combo that sounds like
a proper band rather than a
po-mo “project”. It's the
Portishead rhythm section’s
rockier elements - Jim Barr's
thrumming bass guitar and
Clive Deemer’s four-square
drumming - that give The
Blessing the legs as a jazz-
for-standing-up act, while
Pete Judge on trumpet and
Jake McMurchie on tenor
sax communicate a more
sensitive, sitting-down side.
They're at their best when
both worlds collide, as

on “Another Brother’s
Mother”, when the Joy
Division bass gives way to
a beautiful Albert Ayler-ish
motif and screaming
McMurchie solo. 23

Download this Twenty genres in
'4») *four minutes: ‘Pwnd’

Download this ‘Bleach Cake':
=) Bat-tastic riff meets Defunkt horns




